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Cluster of matter

"Cluster of matter" is an exhibition whereby a new narra-
tive around the paleontological heritage of the city of
Metlaoui is introduced through drawings, installations
and videos. The exhibition presents a reinvented visual
index that aims to embody the paleontological richness
of the southwest mining basin of Tunisia.This visual
index regroups a register of speculations about the
fauna and the flora that could have existed, the cross
section of layers of sedimentary matter that could have
remained and an altered replica of an archive that could
have been preserved.

The artistic approach of Bochra Taboubi relies on exploring land-
scapes, archives and paleontological research to create chimeri-
cal forms and creatures that have a scientific reference. As
monochromatic drawings might be the center of her artistic prac-
tice, through the exhibition, it transcends to other mediums
allowing her vision and artistic speculations to take various
forms.

The lines that Bochra Taboubi traces through her artwork inter-
twine Past and Present, real and chimerical, Art and Science
overlap with the lines that could have traced a different story of
the territory in an aim to shed the light on an emerging recogni-
tion about some forgotten questions.

Zeyneb Raissi, curator of the exhibtion

RARA

”

QUAAJ ._S).OA” L.:|).:J| d9.> DA My (.\..m_’ u49 UOIRL oD k_)LQSI)J
Q)@W&Johcgwuwygegm)hjbuo;uagdglgAﬂ
Syl _\.‘.u;).) Jl gQ_er d.c|).:.>| b.\l.c| ‘o..\ dyo u.o).es QQ)RAJI r's.\.a_)
ugsJ ol oSanll o uls qu SBLI o Sblowndl Jom loanill

ol oSl b0 o8 Q.JI @M)JI Slsall bl w).c ghlio 5 535250

dgzpdall Blall LSl Lle oddall (55ded dgiall &), la0ll 3aiss
O3 ddls UL o JSal S J=i ¢ra dssasdl Ggadl g slecd Y
Liloslan) 1330 ool dpslol Slagaall 595 25 drale dimzs
ol 5351 Jolno e saisi porzall B oo leil 3] daal
-l JISl 5 duall lgiliass 5 Lens)

goz dgiall lgllacl > o Godll i lgmes T sl
go J>lasi o plell g pall ¢ JLl g Gl sslall o bl
U3 g dihiall dalide dad panis Ol oSaall Go IS LIl beball
Apwioll diwd Gazy Jo> 65506 Wbl Lle egbll hles GBag

el ci; oyl dosd



Strata Of perpetuel Clusters

Zeyneb Raissi

During a visit to the paleontological and compared anatomy
department of the natural history museum in Paris, Bochra Tabou-
bi came across specimens found in the southwest of Tunisia. One
of which was "Dyrosaurus Phosphaticus", first of its kind, discov-
ered in Metlaoui and named after the phosphate of the region.
Having no prior knowledge about the paleontological heritage in
Gafsa or in Tunisia, Bochra's interest was sparked. She began a
journey of going through archives and paleontological research
with the intention of finding answers to the questions she had.
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Along the search she started to collect visual references of Corcodyliformes, molluscs and turtles, the main speci-
mens that existed in Metlaoui. Due to the scarcity of the documentation, Bochra had the idea of creating a chime-
rical visual index of the fauna and the flora and so as to achieve a re-imagination of the missing parts of the
archive. This speculative register foregrounds dissected emblematic specimens of the region and asserts itself
as a form of criticism about the parts of history that has been taken away under the pretense of science and the

cover of the colonialism.
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To further consolidate her research and in hopes of finding remaining specimens and documentation, Bochra Tabou-
bi went on a field research in Metlaoui and attempted to access the Mining Museum which was burned down in 2011
and closed ever since. During this trip, she also explored the landscapes of the villages of "Chekmou", "Selja" and
"Loussaief" and took visual notes to complete the missing parts of the research. These visual notes that portray sedi-
mentary mountains, highly exploited lands, remains of the Eocene Epoch ( 56 million to 33.6 million years ago) and
footprints of a colonial past brought the research to the reality and fueled the intention of valorizing the extant.
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As the strata of research came along with the strata of the
artwork, the exhibition began to take shape allowing draw-
ings, installations and a layout of the research to partake in

a dialogue between mediums. Throughout the space of the
exhibition, an invitation is sent to the local community of 3 ELll (soliall § nall oimnell ] 8523 JunS il o552l

Metlaoui to participate in a conversation about the paleonto- dose P oo SIS sae C)J‘U dahiall (syéxl el Jo> slo>

logical richness of the region intending to address various rodlls plal
problematics through the lens of Art and Science.
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Visual Index [/ {350 550

A chimerical visual register foregrounding an artistic diversion of the extant, endangered and
extinct fauna and flora of the region of Gafsa.
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Diptych
Graphite on paper
72cm x 102 cm




Clusters / PI;Si

A register regrouping all the specimens derived from paleontological research displayed on tracing paper and
therefore allowing layers to be perceived differently through distinct angles
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Cross-over [/ &bls

An imaginary taxonomy born from a speculative approach whereby hybrid chimerical creatures with empty
annotations are displayed
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Unravel / <lssas

A chimerical creature sculpted on sedimentary matter interacting with acid mirroring the effect of erosion on
fossilized matter due to natural forces and human exploitation.
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Dyr / 3

A 1:2 scale drawing of "Dyrosaurus Phosphaticus" the emblematic paleontological discovery of Metlaoui
immersed in a dialogue with a biosphere constitued of similar spatio-temporal specimens (derived from paleonto-
logical references)
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Notebooks (MNHNM) / “ solially L=edall 20, Wl Caxin”
An altered replica of a document from an archive presenting a list of some of the specimens found in the region

of metlaoui
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Installations (2)

Ink on notebooks Olbisde 5y e s (2) cusSys



Specimens removed for studies / dwlsl) s ,’i ful) Y

*

unreachable and slightly unrecognizable shadows of "Dyrosaurus Phosphaticus", "Sauropod" , " Gafsachelys"
and "Spinosaurus Aegypticus" emblematic creatures of the southwest paleontological basin of Tunisia.
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Replica / &l

A 3d replica of "Spinosaurus Aegyptiacus" covered in phosphate waste highlighting the link between excessive
exploitation of the land and the extinction of specimens
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A-B / -l

A band of tracing paper symbolizing the sedimentary process and presenting abstract forms and creatures
educed from paleontological research.
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: Bochra Taboubi (1993,Tunis)

Visual artist and product designer graduated from the Higher Institute of Fine
Arts of Tunis.She is interested in organic shapes, biomimicry and the relation-
ship between Human and Nature. These biological and philosophical inquiries
take the form of drawings, installation and video portraying an artificial life
with fictitious creatures to invent a fabulatory repertoire that is questioning

human’s issues through the lens of Art and Science. ( |393 ‘1993) JSJLJI S 0 .
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Cluster of matter , Bochra Taboubi, Metlaoui, 2022

Curator : Zeyneb Raissi
Production manager : Yasser Jridi
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Maze Laboite
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Graphic design :
maze laboite

Project supported by AFAC - the arab fund for arts and culture
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